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Getting familiar with A&L’s PMP - 
Plant Monitoring Program 
 
Plant tissue analysis is a nutrient management tool that is a very 
effective way to monitor and optimise your cannabis nutrient 
regime for each growth stage 

 



 

 2 

A&L CANADA LABORATORIES | SOIL2OIL                                         JUNE 2021 CANNABIS + HEMP NEWSLETTER 

A&L Canada Laboratories Inc.  ·   www.alcannabislabs.com   ·   1-855-837-8347  ·   clientcarecannabis@alcanada.com    
 

A&L’s Plant Monitoring Program (PMP) – Free to Enroll: 

 
 

 

1. Evaluate your grow plans and 
select the crop to be 
monitored 

2. Enroll your crop by completing 
and submitting a Cannabis 
Plant Tissue Nutrient Analysis 
PMP Enrollment Form – go to 
www.alcannabislabs.com and 
click on “Submission Forms” 

3. A unique Plant Monitoring ID 
(PMID) is assigned  

4. Plant samples are to be 
submitted with a PMP 
Submission Form – go to 
www.alcannabislabs.com and 
click on “Submission Forms” 

5. Sample analyses are reported 
on an A&L PMP Report 
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SOIL TESTING AND OUTDOOR GROW PLANNING  
  
Are you ready? There is still time to soil sample in preparation for your cannabis or hemp crop.   
  
Important factors you should have 
data on are Heavy Metals, Pesticides, 
Soil Fertility and Soil Health. 
 
This will help you plan the important decisions you have to make.  

 
Most important in growing any crop outdoor that you have control over are 
 

 
1. Drainage  
2. Soil PH  
3. Soil Type and past cropping decisions  
4. Fertility levels  
5. Genetics   
 
Let us help you do your due diligence.  For 
assistance in soil sampling and analysis, 
contact A&L Cannabis Labs 
at clientcarecannabis@alcanada.com;   
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CANNABIS PRODUCTION WORKSHOP VIDEOS  
 
A&L and Hawthorne held a complimentary webinar “Unlock Your Plant’s 
Potential” highlighting best management practices for production of Cannabis  
 
If you would like to watch the webinar again, or missed it the first time, please click on the attached links 
to view on the A&L YouTube channel. 
 

PLANT NUTRIENT TESTING - Importance, Method, Timing, Results, Interpretation 
Greg Patterson, CEO and Certified Crop Advisor (CCA), A&L Canada Laboratories Inc. 
https://youtu.be/1hHJ-uc7VGQ 
 
MEDIA AND WATER MANAGEMENT  - Importance, Best Management Practices 
Jean Pierre Fortin, Technical Sales Support, The Hawthorne™ Gardening Company 
https://youtu.be/eU1vvaQevQI 
 
LIGHTING - Light Distribution & Type, Spectrum Optimization, Heat Loads, ROI 
Brandon Robinson, Technical Service Engineer, The Hawthorne™ Gardening Company 
https://youtu.be/2tYCY2ziMd8 
 

If you have questions or are interested in more information, please visit: 
www.alcanada.com 
www.hawthornegc.com/ 
www.hawthornegc.ca/ 
https://fafardpro.ca/en/growers/products/cannabis/ 
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DISEASE DIAGNOSTICS 

HOP LATENT VIROID (HLVd); Positive detection rate of 25%      
 
 
Review of all cannabis samples analysed by A&L in 
the past 12 months indicates very high prevalence of 
Hop Latent Viroid (HLVd). Over thousands of samples 
analysed from across Canada, a positive rate of over 
25% for HLVd has been confirmed in samples tested 
for this viroid.  This high incidence rate reinforces the 
need to assess plants for disease early in the growth 
cycle so preventative measures can be taken. 
 
A&L’s Cannabis Disease Diagnostics Services provides 
testing services for Hop Latent Viroid (HLVd) – and we 
understand how important it is to get quality results 
back quickly.  For HLVD testing, results are available 
in 3 business days. 
 
A&L Canada Laboratories has been providing Plant 
Disease Diagnostics (PDD) for over thirty years in row, 
horticultural and greenhouse crops. A&L offers 
complete pest diagnosis and services for the detection 
of plant pathogens including fungi, bacteria, viruses, 
and nematodes in association with plant tissues, soils, 
composts and water. Our expert team use many 
different technologies for our customers to meet their 
rigorous testing requirements. 
 
A&L's Disease Diagnostics team works closely with 
each customer, from researchers to diagnosticians 
and growers, both in the greenhouse and field, to 
provide their results in the most cost effective and 
rapid way while maintaining customer confidentiality. 
 

To learn more about Plant Disease Diagnostics (PDD), 
visit the A&L Plant Disease Diagnostics website at 
www.pdd.alcanada.com, or email 
clientcarecannabis@alcanada.com.
 

 
 

PATHOGEN TEST: Hop Latent Viroid 

CODE: BVHLVD 
AMOUNT: 0.5-1 grams 
TAT: 3 days 
 
 
 

"Hop Latent Viroid in cannabis is a very 
serious and costly issue causing 

stunting, malformation or chlorosis of 
leaves, brittle stems, and reduction in 
yield and THC content. Additionally, 

cuttings taken from the infected plants 
for clonal propagation is cause for 

reduced rooting success rate."  
 

- Dr. Keri Wang 
Microbiology Laboratories Director 

Senior Scientist 
A&L Canada Laboratories Inc. 

 
 

HLVd is primarily spread through 
mechanical transmission, meaning it 
can be easily controlled when using 

clean starting materials and best 
practices for cleanliness in your 

growth rooms. 
 



 

 6 

A&L CANADA LABORATORIES | SOIL2OIL                                         JUNE 2021 CANNABIS + HEMP NEWSLETTER 

A&L Canada Laboratories Inc.  ·   www.alcannabislabs.com   ·   1-855-837-8347  ·   clientcarecannabis@alcanada.com    
 

 

 
 
 
 
We have recently made updates to 
make it easier to find A&L Cannabis 
Soil2Oil services 
 
Use our quick access URL to view: 
www.alcannabislabs.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DISEASE DIAGNOSTICS: NEXT GENERATION SEQUENCING 
 
To further support the expansion of A&L Canada Laboratories diagnostic capabilities, the Disease 
Diagnostics Lab has acquired additional gene sequencing technology. This will assist in virus and 
viroid detection as well as many other genomic services clients might need. The new 
instrumentation will also improve A&L Canada Laboratories industry leading turnaround times in 
disease diagnostics. This service will be available to clients in the upcoming weeks. Services which 
will be made available to clients include: 

 
1. Complete plant disease diagnosis to identify all pathogens including fungi, bacteria, 

viruses, and viroids, etc. presenting in cannabis tissues (leaves, flowers, roots etc.). 
Since cannabis diseases have not been well studied, many diseases remain unknown. 

2. Identification of microbial community presenting in cannabis products. This can help 
clients deal with various inquiries when microbials exceed limits. 

3. Identification of all microbials presenting in growth media, water, and contact 
surfaces. 

4. Cannabis genome sequencing to identify the variety or compare varieties. 

5. Genome sequencing of molds or bacteria. 

6. Soil microbial community study for soil health research. 
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NEW: Faster 3-day TAT with the 3M™ Petrifilm™ Rapid Yeast 
and Mold Test 
 
With the fast pace of the Cannabis industry, License Holders (LH) are always looking for ways to speed 
up lab turnaround times (TAT). Typically, a lot release set of testing including microbiological testing 
cannot be completed in less than 5 days using traditional plating techniques, because of Yeast and Mold 
(Y&M) testing requiring 5 days of incubation time. However, A&L has a 
new solution for LH’s looking to speed up this testing to 3 days.  
 
3M™ Petrifilm™ Rapid Yeast and Mold Count Plate is a sample ready 
culture medium that contains an indicator system to allow analysts to read 
the Y&M in 3 days. 3M Petrifilms™ are widely used and accepted in the 
Health Canada food method, and A&L has used them for years in their food 
accredited laboratory and previously validated the test on Cannabis. 
 
Recent activity: 
 

- 3M™ conducted in house validation on Dried Cannabis, Gummies and 
Cannabis Oil  

- June 4, 2021, AOAC International approved 3M™ Petrifilm™ Y&M and 3M Petrifilm Rapid Y&M 
for Cannabis https://www.aoac.org/news/aoac-announces-six-test-kits-approved-for-
enumeration-of-yeast-and-molds-in-cannabis/ 

- A&L has completed recent validation of 3M™ Petrifilm™ Rapid Y&M on dried cannabis, cannabis 
oil, cannabis extracts, cannabis topicals  

 
One concern with deviation from USP/EP method has been comparison of results to meet 
the USP/EP limits. Other nonstandard methods such as qPCR have shown to give conflicting 
and variable results when compared to traditional USP/EP plating methods. 
 
3M™ Petrifilm™ give very comparable results to USP/EP as the methodologies of culturing 
as well as enumerating are very similar.  In addition, the same low detection limit of 10 cfu 
can also be achieved as the plating method, which is required for oral or inhalation 
standards. The laboratory procedures are similar so requesting the Rapid Y&M method can 
be applied to any package and will not increase the cost of analysis.  
 
If interested, please inquire with A&L today by contacting customer service 
clientcarecannabis@alcanada.com  
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Upcoming Industry Events 
 
 
Cannabis Expo Montreal 
September 14 - 15, 2021 – Montreal, Quebec 
https://www.cannabisexpomontreal.com 
 
 
Grow Up Conference & Expo 
October 5 - 7, 2021 – Niagara Falls, Ontario 
https://growupconference.com 
 
 
Canadian Hemp Conference 2021 – Virtual  
November 16 - 18, 2021 
https://www.hemptrade.ca 
 
 
Lift & Co. Expo 
November 18 - 21, 2021 – Toronto, Ontario 
https://liftexpo.ca 
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A&L Cannabis Labs 
Contact Information 
 
For Cannabis or Hemp related questions, please 
email: clientcarecannabis@alcanada.com 
 
Brian Coutts 
Strategy and Business Development Manager 

Cell: 519-809-0373    
Email: bcoutts@alcanada.com 
 

Daryl Patterson 
Customer Service & Marketing Lead 

Cell: 519-878-0860    
Email: dpatterson@alcanada.com 
 
 

A&L Canada Laboratories Inc. Office 
2136 Jetstream Road, London, ON N5V 3P5 
Tel: 519-457-2575  ·  Toll Free: 1-855-837-8347 
  

A&L Canada Laboratories Main Website: 
www.alcanada.com 
 
CANNABIS QUICK LINK: www.alcannabislabs.com 
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